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with a beard like mine, I bet you would use up a whole pack of bkdes without getting a hair of it off." P^clet's beard was not particularly stiff. But he took some pride in complaining about it. Stiffness of beard conveyed the idea of strength.
" There's another thing/* said Haverkamp in a confidential tone of voice, <e that I have been studying for some time, but I haven't got to the bottom of it yet. Either I'm making a great mistake, or it's a very rich vein. The property of the religious Orders. YouVe heard talk about it, haven't you ? The business isn't new. There ought to be nothing left to make out of it. But still the same advertisements keep on appearing in the papers. I have a feeling that somebody has a pull. I've been following it out of the corner of my eye for several months.
" You see what I mean ? We have the luck of finding a question of conscience mixed up in the normal interplay of supply and demand. Nothing will get it out of my head that plenty of people would be delighted to snap up certain bargains, if one could find an opening for them. Usually, in life, you find that scruples depend upon mere questions of form. You have to put yourself in the place of a capitalist who has to handle his wife, his mother, his mother-in-law, his whole circle of friends. Even for the sake of a big profit, he's not going to have "himself put on the index. And even if he sees an indirect way of going about it, he won't take the initiative himself. If my fellow-agents think that people are going to come and ask them for such a service, they are -mitring a mistake.
<c That's how I explain the obvious lack of buyers. I respect sincere faith. But you are not going to make me believe that France is peopled only by convinced Catholics. In any case, there are always the Protestants, the Jews, and the Freemasons. Even they hesitate, when they belong to certain circles, because the proposition is badly put up to them. Or at least the few people who make up their minds expect to get fantastic ptofits for their trouble. That leaves us a margin for operations."